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Friend’s Newsletter October 2011
Dear Friends

Forthcoming events at the gardens continue to build on recent success and some of the achievements are outlined below.

Daisy’s Birthday Celebration

A great effort was made by all for this event which marked the 150th year of Daisy, Countess of Warwick’s birth. Volunteers dressed in Edwardian costume, gazebos decorated with tasteful bunting, cream teas and croquet were all part of this extravaganza! There was a wonderful birthday cake baked by Brenda, one of our volunteers, which was appreciated by all present.  If you missed the event there are photographs taken another volunteer, Petra Lowe-Broker on the website that will give you a sense of the occasion.  There was also a talk about Daisy by one of our Trustees, Jim Boutwood, and we hope to make guided walks of the garden a regular feature of Open Days in 2012.
Last Open Day for this Year -Sunday October 16th
This should be a very good day! Helen Carter, the Administrator of the Gardens, has worked very hard to secure a link to the CBBC television show “Live ‘n’ Deadly” and they have provided us with resources to run children’s nature activities for 300 children. Local schools have been contacted and hopefully many of their parents/ carers will come along on the day. If you have children/ grandchildren/ know any children who enjoy nature and the great outdoors why not come along and join us for this final fantastic event of the year?
Calendar 2012

We are producing a calendar of the gardens this year using some more of Petra’s stunning photographs and also including one taken by Paul Abrey, one of the owner’s of Warwick House.  The A4 calendar also includes Open Day dates for next year and has space to write in your own; they will cost £5:00 each. They will be on sale at the October Open Day or can be ordered using the attached form (p&p will be charged on mail order sales).  With Christmas and New Year just around the corner this could solve all your present problems!!


Gardening Sessions

These are still taking place from 10am until 3pm each Thursday so please feel free to join us. You can download a volunteer form from the website. You don’t need any garden knowledge as there are plenty of people on hand to advise. Recently more clearing has taken place and planting of beds has begun. Very exciting!
Heritage Lottery Fund

The end of September saw the Trust apply for a grant to restore the Tree House to the Gardens. The Tree House was part of the original Harold Peto Garden and was known as Le Robinson and used by the Countess of Warwick and her guests. The pieces of timber which remain from the original construction are currently at Writtle College and the plan is to restore the Tree House to its former glory and reinstate it at the Gardens. Thanks must go To Gillian Darley, another of the Trustees, who has put in much effort to submit the application. We should know by mid December 2011 if we have been successful so fingers crossed that all goes to plan.

Future Events

It is hoped to stage special activities linked to the 2012 Olympic Games at the June 2012 Open Day so keep your eyes open for news about his as well as other exciting events next year.

October 16th 2011 is the last Open Day of this year so we hope you can attend.  
Our last newsletter of the year will be with you in December and membership renewals will be sent in January.  We hope you will continue your invaluable support in 2012 as your contribution is vital to the success of these wonderful gardens. 

With very best wishes
Gwen

Gwen Blackshaw 
